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As he smoked a cigarette, his good eye rolled in
its socket, resulting in a puzzled, angry stare, his
eyebrows wriggling like tadpoles---"
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He poked at the coal with his shovel, creating
bright red flames. The coal was burning. *°
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The shorts ended at his knees, above calves shiny
with scars. °
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The women's faces wore dreary looks, like bar-
ren soil in which nothing grew. "*
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It felt to him as if a school of tiny fish had encir-
cled his legs, and began nibbling gently. "
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A bright sun shone down on the jute field beyond
the levee, and he watched a fine mist skitter among
the plants. *

16 th R W A 5 i SR
R T ARG A A g, T ST R
A, I R 2 AR S R, S — A
GRS, AR SO R T X — R R, R
“h“a fine mist skitter among the plants” , “skitter” &
BRI LT o AL R A SO T R
T BB EEIE S S RO A R AR
el A

2.FF X L)

BI7 e W ) WA A IR 5 S
o BT A LR R 0 ARRR B, B AR A
AR, REAuAE F AT AR, EY O ETHR
AT ™

-+-Straining to capture it with both eyes and ears,
he saw a bright gassy cloud rising over the river, which
seemed to capture the oscillating hum within. "’
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There were other, more puzzling sounds as

well, all of which found their way into his ears. ”
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Eventually the sun rose and carved lanes and

tunnels in the mist---.
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Sunlight from all directions rained down on
him, painted his body, bored into his black eyes and

turned them the colour of green bananas at the dam. ¥
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She picked it up with two fingers and flicked it a-
way, where it landed with a sound that reverberated
in Hei-hai's ears.
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---The tips either break off or bend. We're work-
ing with stone out there, not bean curd. *
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“And what can he do in the production team with
that hand?””'
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He was mesmerised by the shimmering straw
spread on the stone floor, so he stacked it and bur-

.76
rowed in.
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The river ran hard, making him stumble as he
leaned forward and thrust his neck out. >
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The boy had his back to the people and they could
see two sun-illuminated scars streaking down his
back like jagged lightning bolts. ’
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He had a big head and a skinny neck that
seemed in danger of snapping from the load it
carried. >
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Sand churning at his feet caressed his calves. Two
amber-coloured drops of water hung on his cheeks,
and the corners of his mouth twitched. ¥
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The old blacksmith, his skin crimson, was tak-
ing a white — hot chisel out of the forge with a set of
tongs. 2
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