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& % : Drilling the wall for light,
hair tied to beam in fear of drowsing,
I wrest from nature excellence in letters. '"*’
725 : Because | study hard till late at night,
I can write essays with far-reaching sight. ''®’
#1% . Borrowing light and tying my hair,

I've learned the art of writing from on high. "’
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#

:In the wall I have bored many a hole,

To steal aneighbour’s light to read this scroll ;
I tie my long pigtail to the roof beam

So over my books I may not sleep and dream.
So with magic touches I plough goodinkborn

To win that laureate prize all people adorn. "'’
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& #%: When Qin’s First Emperor died, when the
" dragon soared"
the "deer of Qin" was harried across the land.
Then ZhaoTuo, Garrison Commander
of this southern coast, used these unscalable cliffs

to wall off for himself a comer of the sky. '’

#1% ; The Emperor of Dragon died,
Deer chasers ran on Central Plain so wide.

But ZhaoTuo who relied

On the ramparts he occupied-“m]
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7£% : When Qin’s First Emperor was dead,
Across the land theturmoil spread.
Prince Zhao usurped a stretch of land

And thus became a sovereign head. "’
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¥ . Think of those years after Emperor Qin died,
All things were into lawless confusion thrown.
Then this ZhaoTuo, then a general, thrived,
Who astutely made good useof the strategic pass,

And expanded to build a kingdomof his own. ''*’
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& % ; Still wearing the silken amulet

)

sacred to the Nine-splendored Lady.
make no excuse of other concerns
there in the tranquil heavens. '’
#1% : They seek for medicinal herb from helping hand,
Could they meet an immortal in the fairy land?'"®’
7E£1% :Since Goddess carries remedies of life,
Make no excuse or rush for the strife!m]
# 1% ;Here is a saintly nun with a magical charm;

Decline not a request withan excuse calm. '
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& 1% . Her airy essences lost in the dark,

i#%))

earth soul returned to the springs below.

eighteen long years

of anxious loving care. '’

##% : Your soul goes back to Yellow Spring so deep.
After a life of eighteen long, long years. '*

725 . Her soul and spirit have gained eternal life,
After eighteen years of earthly strife. !'”’

# % .Home is her soul in water in the neither air,

Eighteen long years witnessour loving care. ')
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& ¥ : Could I but urge
the transformation of this solitary image
until our twin souls stood together
as on painted screen
coarse reed may accompany tree of jade! "’
#3%:If you can paint a pair of lovers on a scroll,
Then of the reed beside a jade I'd play the role. "’
7£1% : On scroll does not contain a loving pair;
I wish I were a reed by your side. ")
##% .1 wish a single scroll could me accommodate
To make a pair of souls together melt,
So that base as I am, like a bush of wild weeds,

I would be able to admire her as a tree of jade. ™
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